UN Committee Summaries

SECURITY COUNCIL  

This is not an option for us
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (for experienced delegates)
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international organization that seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including nuclear weapons. The IAEA reports to both the UN General Assembly and Security Council.

The IAEA serves as an intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical cooperation in the peaceful use of nuclear technology and nuclear power worldwide. The programs of the IAEA encourage the development of the peaceful applications of nuclear technology, provide international safeguards against misuse of nuclear technology and nuclear materials, and promote nuclear safety (including radiation protection) and nuclear security standards and their implementation.

2011 TOPICS:
· 2010 Review of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (limit the spread of nuclear weapons)

· Management and disposal of depleted uranium weapons 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY (First & Second Assembly)
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA/GA) is one of the five principal organizations of the United Nations and the only one in which all member nations have an equal representation. 

Its powers are to receive reports from other parts of the United Nations and make recommendations in the form of General Assembly Resolutions. 

The General Assembly meets under its president or secretary general in regular sessions until all issues are addressed (which often is just before the next session's start). It can also reconvene for special and emergency special sessions. 

Each member country has one vote. The Assembly may make recommendations on any matters within the scope of the UN, except matters of peace and security under Security Council consideration. The one state, one vote power structure theoretically allows states comprising just eight percent of the world population to pass a resolution by a two-thirds vote.

General Assembly First Committee: Disarmament and International Security (all levels of delegates)
2011 TOPICS:
· Assistance to States in Curbing Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALWs)
· Private Military Companies: 
General Assembly Second Committee: Economics and Finance 
(appropriate for delegates with intermediate or high levels of experience in economics and international trade).

2011 TOPICS:
· Addressing the Needs of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

· Information and Communication Technology for Development 

AD HOC COMMITTEE  (appropriate for all levels of delegates)

· Delegates and Advisors should be aware that the Ad Hoc committee does not pass resolutions but rather 
writes a comprehensive report dealing with the committee's topic. 
· The Ad Hoc committee functions in a more informal and collegial manner. 

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE

Ad Hoc committees deal with specific events or topics in a format outside the established UN structure. 
An example would be the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. This was established to deal with a specific topic and once that topic has been exhausted the committee will cease to exist.

Format, participation and committee structure of Model UN AD Hoc committees vary. They can be historical or contemporary, based on fiction or actual events and have countries or specific cabinet positions represented. Debate can take place under established Model UN rules and procedures or under special rules designed for that committee alone.

2011 TOPIC:
· The UN’s Role in Redressing the Problems of Failed States (Somalia)  

UN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM  (appropriate for all levels of delegates)
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE

The UNDP is the United Nations' global development network. 
It advocates for change and connects countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. UNDP works with nations on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. UNDP also encourages the protection of human rights and the empowerment of women in all of its programs.

2011 TOPICS:
· Going Local to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

· Cyber-security and Internet Governance for Development 

UN ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM  (appropriate for all levels of delegates)
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) coordinates UN environmental activities, assisting developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. 

UNEP is the designated authority of the United Nations system in environmental issues. Its mandate is to coordinate the development of environmental policy consensus by keeping the global environment under review and bringing emerging issues to the attention of governments and the international community for action. 

2011 TOPICS:
· Energy for Sustainable Development 
· Human Rights and the Environment       
UN EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, & CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (appropriate for all levels of delegates)
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) stated purpose is to contribute to peace and security by promoting international collaboration through education, science, and culture in order to further universal respect for justice, the rule of law, and the human rights along with fundamental freedoms. 

UNESCO pursues its objectives through five major programs: education, natural sciences, social and human sciences, culture, and communication and information. Projects sponsored by UNESCO include literacy, technical, and teacher-training programs; international science programs; the promotion of independent media and freedom of the press; regional and cultural history projects; the promotion of cultural diversity; international cooperation agreements to secure the world cultural and natural heritage (World Heritage Sites) and to preserve human rights, and attempts to bridge the worldwide digital divide.

2011 TOPICS:
· Promoting the Safety of Journalists 
· Ethics of Outer Space Development 

UN OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME (UNODC) (appropriate for all levels of delegates)
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE

The long-term aims of the office are to better equip governments to handle drug-, crime-, terrorism-, and corruption-related issues, maximize knowledge on these issues among governmental institution and agencies, and also to maximize awareness of said matters in public opinion, globally, nationally and at community level. 

2011 TOPICS:
· Combating Transnational Organized Crime 

· Alternative Development 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO) (appropriate for all levels of delegates)
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE

The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) that acts as a coordinating authority on international public health. 

2011 TOPICS:
· Vaccine Development and Distribution 

· Protection Against Products That are Harmful to Human Health and the Environment 
