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Film Project

C.A.S. Production
Due: _____________________
For this assignment, you will make a short film (anywhere from 4 to 7 minutes long).  You may work by yourself or in groups up to 3 classmates. You must use all the cinematic filming elements (angles, lighting, music, editing, etc. ) we learned and saw in our film analysis to receive full credit. You may choose whatever genre and topic you like, however it must be in accordance with “G” related standards. As per the Motion Picture Association:  
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A G-rated motion picture contains nothing in theme, language, nudity, sex, violence or other matters that, in the view of the Rating Board (which in this case is Mr. Burley), would offend parents whose younger children view the motion picture (like my kids). 
The G rating is not a "certificate of approval," nor does it signify a "children’s" motion picture. Some snippets of language may go beyond polite conversation but they are common everyday expressions. No stronger words are present in G-rated motion pictures. 
Depictions of violence are minimal. No nudity, sex scenes or drug use are present in the motion picture.
Bottom Line: If you make anything that is not “G” rated, you and your group fail this project.

We are working in the Media Center during the duration of this project so you will have constant access to computers and cameras to complete your film. The project is broken down into four steps which consist of: 
Step 1 – Pre-Production Development  

Complete a Film Synopsis Chart:

· Must have an actual plot.  Don’t just think about the action of the plot, but the motives behind the actions.  (for example, if a character steals money, what MOTIVATES that character to make that choice?)

· Create interesting characters for your plot. Do they have flaws or quirks that make them unique?
· Remember the classic “Hero Journey”, for example. It’s been around for 4000 years because it works.  
Step 2 –  Storyboard
Create a storyboard to plan out major shots within your film.  Your storyboard must have the following:

· Each cell represents ONE shot. Do not draw one cell with description that describes multiple shots.

· Each cell must be clearly labeled with Shot #, short description of action, and proper use of camera  

        terminology. (example: Shot 1, LS (low angle) Outside School, High Key, Chris walks into Door, Cool Music).

· The storyboard must be clearly drawn (example: if there is a Close Up, the figure drawn in the cell must 
        appear to be close to the viewer).

· Storyboard MUST match your story on film.   

Step 3 – Filming (Production) 
Time is given to film at school, but you can film at home, as well. You are not limited to your partners as the only actors. 
DO NOT BRING ANYTHING INAPPROPRIATE TO SCHOOL FOR YOUR FILMING!! (If you’re not sure, ask me first.)
· Set up your shot before you start shooting (consider all the different framing).

· Look for the best angles and lighting to help create the scene.

· Get establishing shots, long shots, medium shots, close-ups, extreme close-ups, cut-away, cut-ins).
· Take multiple takes of the same shots, as well as using various cinematic elements. 
· Let the camera record for five seconds before and after each shot (it is helpful when you edit the video).
Step 4 – Editing (Post-Production)
This is the most critical component of the movie making process because it produces the final cut. Take Your Time On This.
· Add music and sound effects.
· Create seamless transitions from one scene to another.
· Review the scenes and film them again if it doesn’t work out like you want.
· Make sure it follows the Plot and Storyboard. 
