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Mr. Burley’s AP World History

Comparative Religions/Philosophies Project

Our first major project of the year will be a combination of using technology (PowerPoint), in-depth research and looking at world religions from a global perspective.

· Each team will create a power point presentation on three of the religious systems or philosophies of the classical era. Presentations to the class must be in a prepared, creative and informative manner.  
· Each team will also provide everyone with a “cliff notes” sheet for each religion and a timeline of, at least, five (5) important events for each belief system, as well.  
Once your group has researched your assigned religions, you will then create a PowerPoint presentation that shows how the religions have changed over time. This is NOT simply giving a presentation on the history of the religions.

While detailing how your assigned religions have changed over time and when assessing the major shifts of your assigned religions, ask yourself a few key questions as a guideline:

How were the religions originally practiced? What were some of their key beliefs that can

        be traced to original scriptures and texts at the religion’s inception?

Was there more than one turning point for the religions? What are some key events 

        that changed how the religions were practiced by followers? What are some key decisions 

        made by the followers/leaders of the religions that may have changed the original intent 

        and practices of the founder?

What were some of the wider consequences once those changes were in place? Were 

        there key changes as the religions spread from one place to another?

How are the religions seen now? If the original founder(s) of the religions were here to 

        evaluate how their religion is practiced today, would they recognize it, still?

REQUIREMENTS for your presentation:
Your presentation must reflect a clear understanding of all three of the religion’s basic beliefs and

        practices. This must include, at a minimum, information on: 

· The founder(s), 

· The approximate date and location of the origins of the religion

· Name of the major God(s), or focus within the belief.

· Approximately how many followers are there today.   

· The basic belief of the religion and the major text used to study.

· Different Sects of the religion. Are there different types/branches of it.
· Turning Points showing the changes over time.

Your presentation must reflect at least three key snapshots to help demonstrate how the religions have changed over time– ie: 1. the origin, 2. the major/key turning points, 3. the present.


Your presentation should also show how your religions have interacted with one another and reflect on whether these encounters led to any changes over time.
Your presentation should include visuals that also reflect the changes of the religion.

        Consider including art, primary leaders, architecture, etc.

Your presentation should be 10-12 minutes long for full credit (please no longer than 12 minutes).

Religion Project Rubric
 (Turn this sheet in on the day of your presentation)
Name: ____________________Belief Systems: ___________-___________-___________
Group Members Names: _________________________
_________________________

PowerPoint Presentation Portion: (100 points Total) 
________ /20*  
Length: minimum 10 slides (not including title slide)

________ /30*  
Content: all the “requirements” were met

________ /10*  
Creativity and viewer friendly 

________ /20*
Accuracy of information 

________ /20*
Shows Changes Over Time 

------------------------------------------

_________ / 100 Total Points

Student Presentation Portion: (100) 

Student Participation*

________/20
Preparedness* 

________/20
Poise / Character*

________/20

Timeline & Cliff Notes*
________/20
Length
10-12 minutes*
________/20
---------------------------------------------------------





 Total: 
________/ 100

Total Points Combined for Project: (200) 

PowerPoint Presentation         ______/ 100
Student Presentation  
            ______/ 100




---------------------------------------------------------

 
Total Project Points

______/ 200


  
South and East Asian Religions
Name: _________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

	
	Hinduism 
	Buddhism 
	Daoism 
	Confucianism

	Founder(s) / Organization

	
	
	
	

	Approx.

Date(s) & Location
Of Origin
	
	
	
	

	Name(s) of

God(s) - (focus on major deities)

mono/poly-theistic
	
	
	
	

	Most followers today / number of followers
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary Terms / Summary of

Basic Teachings

and Beliefs / Scripture(s)

/ Holy Text(s)
	
	
	
	

	Major Sects
(Different types of practice)


	
	
	
	

	Major Turning Points Showing Changes Over Time


	
	
	
	


Western Monotheistic Religions

	Abrahamic (Monotheistic) Faiths



	
	Judaism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Founder(s) / Organization


	
	
	

	Approx.

Date(s) & Location
Of Origin
	
	
	

	Name(s) of

God(s) - (focus on major deities)

mono/poly-theistic
	
	
	

	Most followers today / number of followers
	
	
	

	Vocabulary Terms / Summary of

Basic Teachings

and Beliefs / Scripture(s)

/ Holy Text(s)


	
	
	

	Major Sects
(Different types of practice)


	
	
	

	Major Turning Points Showing Changes Over Time


	
	
	


Teacher


Comments:_________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________





__________________________________











* Points will vary by the level of contribution from each  


   individual student. In order to receive full points, students  


   should perform at their highest level of professionalism 


   and contribute fully during their presentation.    








