 SOAPSToneS:  A College Board Reading Strategy


	Subject

The general topic, content, and ideas contained in the text.  You should be able to summarize the subject in a few sentences.  Use cited quotations for support.
	

	Occasion

The time and place of the piece; the context that encouraged the writing to happen.  What is the time and place? Use cited quotations for support.
	

	Audience

The group of readers to whom this piece is directed.  The audience may be one person, a small group, or a large group; it may be a certain person or a certain people.  How do you know that this is the audience? Use cited quotations for support.
	

	Purpose

The reason behind the text.  Consider the purpose of the text in order to examine the argument and its logic.  You should ask yourself, “What does the speaker want the audience to think or do as a result of reading this text?” Use cited quotations for support.
	

	Speakers

The voices that tell the story.  In non-fiction, consider important facts about speakers that will help assess his/her/their point of view or position.  Identify the speakers and determine their traits.  Use cited quotations for support.


	1.
2.

3.

	Tone

The attitude of the author.  What is the attitude expressed by the speaker? Examine the diction (choice of words), emotions expressed, imagery used, and other elements of style to determine the speaker's attitude. Determine two tones that are present and then present your evidence (quotations) and commentary about the quotations that reveal the attitudes present.
	

	Style

The literary elements that the author uses to convey his/her attitude, ideas, and message. Focusing on literary elements of style (symbolism, personification, metaphor, simile, characterization, structure/organization, allusion, imagery, repetition, dialogue, internal monologue, etc.), analyze the author’s craft/technique in developing his/her message.  Uses cited quotations for support, and analyze the purpose and effect for each strategy identified.
	


