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Chapter 8: Indian Empires
Cultural Cohesion in a divided subcontinent
1500 BCE — 1100 CE
Part I. New Arrivals in South Asia 
Vocabulary 
Indo-Aryan 

Janapada 

Simultaneously 

Mystical 

A.  In the introductory paragraph, how does the author explain why India is culturally cohesive yet politically 
      divided? 

B.  The Spread of Aryan Settlement 

1. How are the written texts in India different than texts found in other early empires? 

2. What types of recordings are found in the following texts? 

a. Vedas 

b. Mahabharata and the Ramayana 

3. How did foreign visitors view the culture in India? 

C. The Establishment of States 

1. Describe how early territories and states formed in the subcontinent. Chapter 8: India 2 

Part II. The Empires of India 
Vocabulary 
Could you understand these terms in a test question? 

Could you include these terms in an essay question response? 

Mediated 

Dogmas 

Vigilant 

Annexed 

A. The Maurya Empire 

1. Geographical spread 
B. Government under the Maurya Dynasty 

1. Describe the “justice of the fish” state formation policy in the Artha-Sastra. 

2. Regulatory functions of the state: 

a. goals of Hindu philosophy 

b. enforcing gender rules 

c. enforcing caste rules 

d. religious establishments 

e. enforcing guild rules 

Source: Asoka, India’s Buddhist Emperor (pg. 249) 
1. What event made Asoka convert to Buddhism? 
2 . How did Asoka spread his message and promote universal faith? 
C. Asoka, India’s Buddhist Emperor 

1. Describe some of his achievements. 

D. Successor states divide the empire 

1. Describe the political decline that occurs after Asoka’s death. 

2. How did the changes in political stability affect trade in the subcontinent? 

E. The Gupta Empire 

1. How did Chandra Gupta I come to power? 

2. How did later family members maintain power? 

F. A Golden Age of Learning 

1. Describe the increase in Sanskrit literature and the focus on Hindu philosophy in art. 

Part III. Invasions End the Age of Empires 
Vocabulary 
Could you understand these terms in a test question? 

Could you include these terms in an essay question response? 
Consolidated 

Exploitation 

Monsoon 

A. The Hunas and their Legacy 

1. How did the Hunas take over control of the subcontinent? 

2. Describe the impact they had on Indian culture, economy and politics. 

B. Regional Diversity and Power 

1. In what ways did the subcontinent retain its regional diversity throughout these two empires? 

C. Sea Trade and Cultural Influence: From Rome to Southeast Asia 

1. How was India involved in overseas trade? 

2. Southeast Asia: “Greater India” 

a. Describe how traders and missionaries spread Indian Culture throughout Southeast Asia. 

Part IV: India, China, and Rome: Empires and Intermediate Institutions 
Vocabulary 
Could you understand these terms in a test question? 

Could you include these terms in an essay question response? 
Dissidents 

Abscond 

A. How do the three empires compare in the following categories? 
	
	Rome 
	China 
	India 

	Sources
	
	
	

	Administration
	
	
	

	International Relations
	
	
	

	Invasion of the Huns
	
	
	

	Local Institutions and the State
	
	
	


Part V: Indian Empires: What difference do they make? 
A. The phrase “unity through diversity” is used often to describe the history of India. 
       Explain how this phrase  helps us understand the development of empires in India. 
       Write your response on the back if more space is needed (which it should).
